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CHAPTER IH

ENGLAND  AND  EUROPE.    THE  HOLY  ALLIANCE.    CASTLEREAGH

AND  CANNING
(1815-1830)

Castle-     T^HE persistent legend that English foreign policy underwent a
reagh and JL    violent deviation in 1822 is no longer accepted by competent
Canning   historians.    But it is none the less true that the accession of Canning *
to the Foreign Office was an event of real significance alike for
England and for Europe.    In order to gauge adequately its import-
ance, it will be necessary to survey the course of English foreign
policy since the conclusion of the war.
Relations       At no period in her history have the relations of Great Britain
with the   w}tk tke Continental Powers been so intimate as during the decade
Powers,    which followed Waterloo.    Such intimacy was not merely natural
1815-1822 but  inevitable.    England  it was  who  had  formed  and  financed
successive coalitions against Napoleon Bonaparte ;   who, thanks to
Castlereagh, had prevented at Chatillon the disruption of the last
coalition on the eve of final victory ;  who, thanks to Wellington, had
secured at Waterloo the ultimate overthrow of the common enemy.
Her Minister was largely responsible for the terms of the settlement
of 1815, and her General commanded the joint army of occupation
which guaranteed their execution.    That England should intervene
more closely and more continuously than usual in the concerns of
continental Europe is, therefore, a matter neither for surprise nor
reproach.
The Holy Nor is it wonderful that the allied Sovereigns and their Ministers
Alliance should have welcomed this opportunity to put international relations
on. a more satisfactory basis. In this laudable ambition the Holy
Alliance had its genesis. Few diplomatic efforts have incurred more
odium or more ridicule. And neither is wholly deserved. Its author,
the Czar Alexander of Russia, was a curious mixture of shrewdness
and mysticism, of lofty ideals and calculating ambition. In its
origin the Holy Alliance was a genuine attempt to apply the principles
of Christian ethics to international politics ; to revive the idea of a
confederacy of nations and to rebuild the European polity upon a
religious basis. According to the terms of the original scheme
announced by the Czar in September, 1815, the Sovereigns of Russia,
Austria, and Prussia bound themselves ** agreeably to the words of
Holy Scripture which commands all men to live as brothers, to
remain united in the bonds of true and indissoluble brotherly love ;
always to assist one another ; to govern their subjects as parents ;
to maintain religion, peace, and, justice. They consider themselves